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Your Excellency Mr. Speaker,
Brothers and Sisters, Members of the House of Representatives,
I would like, at the out sets to thank you for your valuable comments during the sessions where the Privatization of Phosphate, Potassium, Cement, and Communications was discussed on Monday Dec. 26, 2011 and Wednesday Dec. 28, 2011. My Colleagues and I have studied these comments with the attention they deserve.
You may recall that I also made some preliminary comments last Monday, therefore, allow me to reaffirm those comments, to clarify them, and to add the following:
First:  The scope of Paragraph (2) of Article (33) of the Constitution is limited to treaties between states and/or international organizations, that is to subjects of Public International Law. In other words, it excludes Juridical entities falling short of Public International Law with whom agreements on Privatization were enforced by the Jordanian Government. By contrast, the relevant constitutional article is Article (117), which requires the ratification through law of any exclusive rights of investment in mines, minerals, or public facilities.  
Second:  Throughout the last decade, the policy of privatization was followed by successive Jordanian governments. It started with the adoption of "The Strategic Privatization Document" in 1999, which was later transformed into the "Permanent Privatization Law" Number (25) for the year 2000.
Third:   All privatization that took place so far was legally justified (at least in form), and therefore created rights for foreign investors.
Fourth:    Privatization as such does not amount to corruption, but the non-transparent conditions, and the lack of effective monitoring that may accompany privatization creates an atmosphere conducive to corruption.
Fifth:    The government shall uphold the fact that the Jordanian State is based on rule-of-law and of institutions. The State respects the Constitution and implements laws and regulations, and respects its legal commitments as long as they are consistent with Articles of the Constitution and of the law in force. 
Furthermore, the government is aware of the vital interest of the State in attracting foreign investment, and in preserving legitimate existing investments so long as they do not undermine the interest of the citizens and the nation.  Consequently, the government is fundamentally committed to protecting the property of foreign investors without any discrimination, and with absolute fairness under the law. 
Sixth:   The government was, and is still intending to establish economic projects based on a true partnership between the private and public sectors, and based on solid foundations that can assure the rights of the treasury. The conditions and foundations of such projects must be transparent and made public, and the government will reject any secrete dealing in any agreements regardless of the reasons.  
At the same time, the government is committed to studying privatization agreements discussed by your esteemed House in the last two sessions, and is also committed to studying other privatization agreements that were made in previous years. Such thorough studies will take into account the following:
1. It is not permitted to grant exclusive mining rights in the Kingdom's territory except in according with the requirements of Article (117) of the Constitution. Therefore, any letters or commitments by the governments not ratified or confirmed through a law will not be considered exclusive right to mining or exploring natural resources in the Kingdom's territory. Such letters or commitments will be interpreted and implemented in a manner that will not be in violation of the Constitution and regulations. To this end, regulations will be soon issued regarding the mining of Phosphate in new parts of the country.
2. A specialized unit will be charged with monitoring the big projects and the projects with exclusive rights, in order to review the signed agreements, and make recommendations necessary to preserve the right of the treasury and augment them as much as possible without alienating rights acquired in accordance with legislations and signed agreements.  

On this issue, it is worth noting that the government's commitment regarding mining fees for sold phosphate of two dollars per ton, is decided upon according to the agreement for seven years since the date of closure, which expires in the first quarter of 2013.

It is also worth noting, that according to the signed agreement, if the Arab Potassium Company stopped exploring any salts, minerals, or chemicals for five consecutive years except for reasons of force majeure, the right of exploration is considered expired. The government is currently tentatively reviewing this issue legally and technically so as to take the necessary steps needed to re-consider the rights of mining in salts, mines, and chemicals that were not explored for five years. 

The government will not hesitate, therefore, to take any further decisions or adopt procedures that will preserve and expand the rights and revenues of the treasury in accordance with the law  

3. When reviewing and asserting the conditions of the said agreements, and in case that we find any violations of laws and regulations, or if we discover that the technical rules of pricing or other issues were not adequately complied with, the government will not hesitate to refer the issue to the Anti-Corruption Commission in order to take the required legal actions.

At the same time, and if your esteemed House decides to undertake any investigation regarding these issues, the government will not fail to provide you with any available data and documents in accordance with the law.
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